
A'V ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS OF LIBERTY COUNTY, FLORIDA, 
PROVIDING FOR THE ASSESSMENT OF ADDITIONAL 
COURT COSTS IN CRIMINAL CASES; PROVIDING FOR 
COhTLICTS; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND 
PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

WHEREAS, on November 3, 1998, the voters of Florida adopted Revision 7 to the 

Florida Constitution, thereby amending Article V of the Constitution, in order to address the 

problem of disparzte court finding throughout the separate 67 counties of the state; and 

WHEREAS, during the 2003 Session of the State Legislature, the Legislature 

amended various provisions of the Florida Statutes in order to comply with the requirements 

of Rsvision 7; and 

WHEREAS, after review, the LegisZarure enacted W e r  amendments to the Florida 

Statutes in order to provide a more equitable distribution of responsibility for funding the 

State courts system; and 

WHEREAS, the Florida Legislature created Section 939.185, Florida Statutes, to 

address some of these concerns by providing a supplemental funding source through the 

imposition of additional court costs; and 

WHEREAS: Section 939.185 permits each county to adopt a County Ordinance 

assessing additional court costs, not to exceed $65; and 

WHEREAS, additional funding must be used for the following purposes: (1) 

Funding innovations in the court system; (2) Legal aid programs; (3) Local law libraries; 

and (4) Alternative juvenile programs. including Teen, Court; and - - = 



WHEREAS, these are programs that the County has consistently supported through 

the imposition of court costs, based on their value to the community; and 

WHEREAS, the legislation permitting these additional court costs requires that the 

Board of County Commissioners adopt an Ordinance requiring the imposition of these 

costs; and 

WHEREAS, these additional funds are necessary in order for the courts in this 

County to maintain their high level of service to the community of Liberty County. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS OF LIBERTY COUNTY, FLORIDA THAT: 

Scdtion 1. Additional Court Costs in Criminal Cases. 

(a) Pursuant to Section 939.185, Florida Statutes, an additional court cost of 

sixty-five ($65) dollars shall be imposed by the Court when a person pleads 
- 

guilty or nolo contendere, or is convicted of any felony, misdemeanor, or 

criminal traffic offense under the laws of the State of Florida. Such court cost 

shall be collected by the Clerk of the Court and remitted to Liberty County. 

Funds received fiom this additional court cost shall be allocated as follows: 

1. Twenty-five percent shall be utilized by the County to fund 

innovations to and supplement funding for the State courts 

system in Liberty County consistent with Sections 29.004 and 

29.008(2)(a)2, Florida Statutes. 

2. Twenty-five percent shall be utilized by the County to fund 

legal aid programs in Liberty County consistent with Section 



29.008(3), Florida Statues. 

3. Twenty-five percent shall be utilized by the Corn? to h d  

law libraries in Liberty County. 

4. Twenty-five percent shall be utilized by the County to fund 

alternative juvenile programs in Liberty County, including 

Teen Court. 

(b) The Court shall order payment of 



Attest: 
Robert Hill, Clerk of Circuit Court 

By: L & 2 & d & u  
Clerk 

Approved as to form: 
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